
October 14, 2019 

For Immediate Release  
 
Statement from Dr. Bennett Jones regarding return to Clayton High School as 
principal 
 
Today, I am excited to resume my duties as principal of Clayton High School (CHS). 
There is no doubt that the past weeks and months have been difficult for the Clayton 
High School students, staff, administration, and community. Throughout these four 
months, CHS students and staff have faced speculation and scrutiny, yet this school 
and this community have stood together, resolved in that we will continue to do what is 
best for all students. 
 
I am grateful that Dr. Causby took the time and provided opportunities to listen to me to 
understand all aspects of the situation and my various concerns. I have great respect 
for Dr. Causby and have found him to be fair and thorough in his assessment of the 
information in this matter. 
 
While I am not at liberty to discuss the nature of our conversations, there were two 
central issues that have been the basis of this ongoing story that I appreciate Dr. 
Causby addressing publicly: the allegations of grade changes for student athletes 
(particularly football players) and the reported 13 students whose graduation was 
questioned. Dr. Causby clarified there was no basis or evidence of grade improprieties 
for student athletes, most notably football players. Furthermore, Dr. Causby has 
explained 4 of the 13 students reported by JCPS did not earn and were not awarded a 
high school diploma. The remaining 9 students met the minimum state or county 
standards for graduation and Dr. Causby has stated those diplomas were awarded and 
honored.  
 
I am appreciative of the trust and responsibility Dr. Causby has displayed in me through 
my reassignment to the role of principal at CHS. I am humbled by the tremendous 
outpouring of support my family and I have received from many of the Clayton High 
School staff members, parents, community members, and town leaders. Furthermore, I 
am grateful for the people in my professional circles who have contacted me and 
offered support during this difficult time. Most especially, I must say how honored I am 
from the tremendous showing of love, pride, and support exhibited by many of the 
Clayton High School students. Our motto as a school is COMETS ALL IN and these 
students have displayed that in how they have expressed themselves and exercised 
their voices while doing so in a respectful and dignified manner.  
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I recognize that there is a need to heal wounds in this community and district and I am 
confident in my abilities to assist in those endeavors. I am committed to help bridge 
gaps that may exist so we can have a united community and moreover, a united school 
system. Clayton High School has a proud history of over 115 years of excellence in 
serving our community. I look forward to working with the Board of Education members, 
Dr. Causby, district leadership, my colleagues, and the Clayton High School community 
to make CHS and JCPS the best it can be for the betterment of all students. 
 
 
Comets ALL In, 
 
Dr. Bennett Jones 
Principal  
Clayton High School 
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