
Statement on Mask Wearing from Wake County Board of Commissioners Chairman Greg Ford 
 
As the COVID-19 pandemic was unfolding back in March, the Wake County Board of Commissioners and 
all of Wake's mayors were in unanimous agreement when we took quick and decisive action in issuing 
the emergency declaration and subsequent stay-at-home orders.  
 
By statute, any mandatory mask order by Wake County would apply to just 17% of the county's 
residents – those of us who live beyond the boundaries of Wake's towns and cities. As in March, only 
with the unanimous consent of Wake's mayors would such an order apply to the remaining 83% 
majority of Wake's population living within the county's municipal jurisdictions.  
 
Wake's 15 mayors are currently not in agreement in support of a countywide mask mandate. If Wake 
County were to issue a mask order without the support of all of our mayors, the inconsistent application 
and enforcement of that order across the county would likely result in a great deal of unnecessary public 
confusion and enforcement issues. Wake County will continue to remain engaged with federal, state 
and local officials – as well as with our towns and cities – to provide the residents of Wake County with 
the best guidance possible throughout this public health crisis.  
 
It remains the position of Wake County that masks and face coverings are strongly encouraged in all 
circumstances where social distancing is not possible. Each of Wake's municipalities has local authority 
to issue a mask order within its town or city limits. As the locally elected officials of the residents they 
represent, the mayors and town councils of those municipalities will continue to make decisions, which 
they believe are in the best interest of their fellow residents. I fully support Mayor Baldwin and the City 
Council's action today to issue a mask order for the City of Raleigh and appreciate their decisive 
leadership in these challenging times. 
 


