
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 21, 2021 
 
Dear Gibbons Community, 
 
I hope that you are doing well.  
 
The Wake County Department of Health has recommended that we move to remote learning for 
a two week period beginning tomorrow, January 22. We have been in consultation with the 
Diocese and the COVID Task Force, who agree with this assessment.  
 
All in-person school events will be canceled beginning January 22 except for the cross country 
state race on Friday and the volleyball state championship on Saturday. The swim, cheer, and 
dance team coaches will be in touch with their athletes regarding the rest of their season. The 
athletic department has instituted strict protocols for athletes to ensure their health and safety 
and the Diocese has approved this exception. Additionally, we have been in touch with the state 
athletic association who approved our participation.  
 
We will move to our remote learning schedule beginning tomorrow, January 22.  
 
We have had three additional positive cases, two students and one office educator. We will 
notify families if their child was in class or advisory with those students.  
 
I know that this is incredibly disappointing to all of us. Our time on campus is so precious and 
valuable. I am incredibly proud of our community for the care and concern that we have shown 
one another. It is unfortunate that we have to stay off campus for these next two weeks, but, as 
always, we put the health and safety of our community first and are following the health 
department’s recommendations. 
 
It has been amazing to have been able to provide fully in-person instruction for as long as 
we have, given the challenges.We hope and pray that we will see the number of cases go 
down in the weeks ahead and that when we return on Tuesday, February 9, we will not 
have to have any more unscheduled time off campus.  
 
Please see below for some FAQs.  
 
Why has the Health Department changed its recommendation since last week?  
 
There continues to be a rise in cases locally and there has been virus transmission between 
Cardinal Gibbons and another school in the Diocese which has heightened the Health 
Department’s concern about the virus spreading within the community. 
 



Why are we closing for two weeks instead of one?  
 
This is the Health Department’s recommendation.  
 
What is the daily schedule for Distance Learning? 
 
Since we are shifting to Plan C: Distance Learning, we will use the schedule posted here: Plan 
C Distance Learning Schedule and Information.  We have also updated the Gibbons School 
Calendar to reflect the learning schedule for Jan 22-Feb 5.  Additionally, we updated our Hybrid 
and Distance Learning Guidelines to include advisory time on our Content Focus Days. 
 
Will it be safe to re-open in two weeks?  
 
We are confident that it will be based on the policies and protocols that we have been following 
since the beginning of the school year. Your partnership over the next two weeks in helping us 
limit the spread of COVID-19 will be essential. Please help us by avoiding unnecessary 
socializing and keeping you and your family safe from exposure.  
 
What if there is a problem with my student’s technology? 
 
Please contact stars@student.cghsnc.org. They will help you with any issues.  
 
Will advisors and the counseling staff be available for student support and guidance 
while we are remote?  
 
Absolutely. We are always available to help our students.  
 
We look forward to seeing you back on campus on February 9. In the meantime, we will work to 
make the next two weeks of remote learning productive and connective. We pray that you all 
stay safe and healthy during this difficult time.  
 
 
I know that there will be questions. Please feel free to contact me directly.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Bell 
Head of School 
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